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TRANSLATORS NOTE 


Of course its absolutely impossible for them! The propo- 
nents of enmical forces to Islam try to deviate Muslims by attack- 
ing precepts of Islam. To achieve their objective, they adopt nu- 
merous methods which look apparently harmless but they are 
deep seated. Their intent is to inflict maximum amount of dam- 
age upon Islam and for this purpose, lay in wait to charge at its 
votaries. Most of them are open adversaries but some are 
clothed in deceit. Murdering, slaughtering, torturing and raping is 
all part of it. The media play their role by labeling somebody as a 
‘fundamentalist’ who obeys his creator and giving the title a 
‘terrorist’ to a person who is merely trying to protect his family 
and homeland. The grave error they have made is that they are 
not tackling Islam but they are in actual fact confronting the 
creator, who has promised to protect it until the day of judge- 
ment. For this reason, their exploits turned out to be a failure. 
Islam is winning the hearts of the non-Muslims and the rate of 
converts to Islam is enough to send a cold shiver down their 
spine. ' 
° The definition of their so-called freedom is, a high rate in 
violence, crime, drugs, .sexual.abuse and a free ticket for an eter- 
nal life rotting in hell: On contrary, Islam offers teachings of 
every single aspect of life, equal rights for evenwmdividual, tran- 
quility, peace, harmony and a guaranteed visa for an eternal life 
of enjoyment in paradise. 

In your hands is a brief account of Mufti Sahibs excursion 
to the West in December 1994, with some of the reports and sur- 
veys that he came across. Shortly after his trip I also got n op- 
portunity to travel from the ‘States’ to Barbados, to my friends of 
whom I am very grateful of. Leaving me with similar impressions 
and experiences. 

Tam also very thankful to Mufti Tagi Sahib, who apart from 
{ being very engaged, spared some of his precious time to glance 

through this translation. Also with his consent, it was completed. 
May the Almighty Allah guide us towards the right path and 
} Save us from the wretched traps of the enemies, Aameen. 
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TWO WEEKS IN THE WEST 


32 HOURS IN AMSTERDAM 


My last two weeks were spent in five countries on my tour by plane 
to Qatar, Holland, Canada, America and the West Indies. The conditions 
and impressions of this journey might prove to be interesting and useful 
information to the readers. 

After staying two days at Qatar, I intended to go to Canada but 
because the continuos flight to Canada is quite exhaustive so I though 
that I should stop over somewhere in Europe. Therefore I stayed one day 
and one night in Amsterdam, the city of Holland. I have passed through 
the airport before as well, but never really got a chance to go into the 
city. This time the city proved to be very beneficial for me in the middle 
Stage of my journey. Firstly, I got a chance to rest for more than 24 hours 
between the long journeys. Secondly, I was unable to get in contact with 
the people whom I knew so that gave me some privacy which Is very sel- 
dom. thirdly, it was a means of seeing such a beautiful city which is the 
only one of its kinds with its specialties. 

The plane landed 8 o'clock in the morning and as it had been ex- 
pected. The temperature was at freezing point. There was still 35 minutes 
left for sunrise. After spending 9 hours of the night in a plane, over 24 
hours I spent relaxing including a short tour as well. 

This is Holland’s or Netherlands largest city. It will not be incorrect 
if it was called th®-aity of Canals and Bridges. A large portion of the city 
has been entangled with the lakes that come from the river of Amster- 
dam. These canals spread through out the city like streets and alleys. 
Cruisers are used to take the tourists around the city. It was an amazing 
type of water transport that 1 saw. The main part of the city as well as the 
village can be shown around with the boats. The length of the canals 
throughout the city is 100 km with an average depth of 3 metres. The 
cruiser which tours around the city, changing from one canal to another. 
Showing all the different parts of the city, it seems like a bus or car on the 
roads. In some of the dense parts of the city, the canals become so nar- 
row that they turn into small alleys. 

The city is separated into so many different parts because of the 
lakes and canals. Therefore it is quite obvious that there are bridges in a 
large amount as well. If you stand on one of the long and straight streets, 
all you see is rows of bridges. All the streams come from the river of Am- 
sterdam. 

This river divides the city into two parts from the seaport. Both 
sides, the north and the south are populated and big ferry boats are used 
to keep them in contact. It is quite understandable, that because of the 
boats being the main source of transport, people own their private ones as 


well which are used for cargo and transport. Cycles can been seen tied up 
by the bridges in many places, because these people who travel on land 
with the bicycle, tie them up by the canals when they use the ferries so 
that they can use the cycle when they return . There are about 3,000 hab- 
itable houses in the form of boats, in which people reside in permanently 
in the city. 

Another specialty of the city is that all the buildings are of the 
same type. Especially the old parts of the city. Even though they are old, 
they have still got their splendor and glamour. It seems as though special 
arrangements have been made to keep them in such a state. There are no 
modern types of flats. The highest building is the Western Tower which is 
only 85 metres high. It was built in 1651. 


CONDITIONS OF THE MUSLIMS IN 
THE WEST 


Anyway, after the 32 hours enjoyable stay in Amsterdam (which 
was an impediment), I traveled onwards to North America. During my 
journey I visited the largest city of Canada, which Is Toronto and the larg- 
est city of America, which is New York. I got a chance to stay there for a 
week. Before this trip, I had traveled to America many times. Since 1978 
until today, whenever I got the opportunity to go to America, 1 had a feel- 
ing that the conditions of the Muslims were better in respect with the pre- 
vious visits. The population of the Muslims, their efforts and their newly 
established are increasing day by day. 

Only two days before I arrived in Canada (10th Dec ‘94). The well- 
known newspaper of California ‘The Los Angles Times’ published a detailed 
survey report about the conditions of the Muslims in the West. It was 
stated in the headlines that, Islam was a rapidly growing religion in the 
United States of America and Canada. 


THE POPULATION OF MUSLIMS IN 
AMERICA 


Until now, people have been trying to calculate the total amount of 
Muslims in America. Usually it has been to vary from 6 to 8 million, but 
the “Los Angles Times’ has stated that this is not based on any scientific 
survey. Even though according to this survey the population of Muslims is 
500,000, it has been made clear in the survey that this is only the amount 
of people who attend the mosques punctually and pray their salaah with 
congregation. The surveyors asked the committees of 1,046 mosques 
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throughout America, for the amount of punctual comers, then they totaled 
them. From these results it becomes clear that on average 478 Muslims 
come to each mosque punctually. It was also stated in the survey that 
only 10% of the Muslims go to mosque punctually. Therefore the actual 
total of the Muslims is no less than 5,000,000. It should not be misunder- 
stood that the rest 90% do not pray their salaah punctually because in 
America the mosques are built at quite far distances, for which reasons it 
is difficult for everybody to attend regularly. Therefore, plenty of Muslims 
pray salaah at home or fixed places in their areas, which are not proper 
mosques but the people of that locality gather together in these places to 
pray salaah in congregation. 


AFTER CHRISTIANITY, IT IS 
ISLAM 


It was stated in the survey of ~ The Los Angles Times’ that in Amer- 
ica 125,000 Muslims increase every year, including those people who 
come from abroad to settle in the States and those Americans who accept 
Islam. The newspaper claims that if it carries on increasing at the same 
rate then by the end of this century the population of Muslims in the 
States will over take the amount of American-Jews and Islam will become 
the next largest religion after Christianity. 

Some Muslim groups in America have doubts about the accuracy of 
this survey and claim that the figures shown are less than the actual 
amount. The truth is that the population of the Muslims is higher than the 
Jews at this moment. Even if the survey of ~The Los Angles Times’ is 
thought to be true. It makes this point clear that the rapid increase of 
Muslims and Islam in America is enough to arouse the West. In result of 
this, in nearly every part of America during the last quarter of a century, 
splendid mosques have been erected. Centres have been made to teach 
Islamic education to the children and different types of Islamic Associa- 
tions have increased in number. 


SPREAD OF ISLAM IN BRITAIN 


This was a report from an American news agency. Coincidentally, 
exactly a year before this. London’s well-known newspaper, ‘The Times’ 
published a detailed article on 19th November 1993, about Islam with the 
headlines “Why are British Women accepting Islam?” The main lines read, 
‘Islam conquering the Western hearts even with the Western media's hos- 
tile motives’. It was written in the article that never have British citizens 
Started to accept Islam in such a large number in the past years, There is 
a large amount of Muslims who have settled in Britain from abroad, but 


4 


the amount of British new Muslims is increasing greatly as well. It has 
been estimated that in the next 20 years the amount of British new- 
Muslims will be larger than the amount of British Muslims who came from 
abroad, from Muslim backgrounds, who left their countries and settled in 
Britain. 


THE POPULATION OF WOMEN IS 
FOUR TIMES GREATER 


‘The Times’ in London wrote that, even though the Western media 
always gives negative conceptions about Islam and the Muslims, the rate 
of British citizens accepting Islam is increasing rapidly and the interesting 
point is that the majority of the new-Muslims are women. According to the 
newspaper report, In America the amount of females accepting Islam is 
four times greater than the amount of males. Also in Britain, the majority 
of people accepting Islam are the females. The newspaper writes; 


"It is even more ironic that most British converts should be 
women, given the widespread view in the West that Islam 
treats women poorly.” 


THE REASON FOR THE SPREAD OF 
ISLAM IN THE WEST 


The newspaper expressed different opinions about the reasons of 
why Islam was spreading so rapidly in the West. They claimed that after 
Salman Rushdie’ s incident became well-known, people had the desire and 
zeal to study Islam. On the other hand the Gulf War and the torment to 
the Muslims in Bosnia became a means of affection and sympathy. There 
has been an increase in religious education, which has caused an increase 
of reverts to Islam. Besides this, the British media carried on its false and 
baseless propaganda against Islam and the Muslims. Also its policy of in- 
sulting any Islamic activity. This had a reverse effect which inclined more 
people towards Islam. Finally, the newspaper writes; 


"Westerners despairing of their own society......rising crime, 
family breakdown, drugs and alcoholism...... have come to 
admire the discipline and security of Islam.” 


TASAWWUF, A HIDDEN DIAMOND 


Plenty of the reverts were former Christians. They used to attend 
the church, but were not satisfied with the uncertain situation and the be- 
lief of trinity. Plenty of them did not even believe in the religion at all, but 
this ‘Tasawwuf’ appealed to them which they interpreted as ‘the hidden 
diamond in the shell of Islam‘s bomb.’ 


DIFFICULTIES OF THE REVERTS 


The newspaper also stated that, even with the so-called form of 
freedom, people who accepted Islam in Britain faced a lot of difficulties 
and problems from their families and society. The help lines set up for the 
women were used 25% by the new-Muslims. 


INTERVIEWS OF THE WOMEN 


The newspaper also published plenty of interviews of highly edu- 
cated British women who had accepted Islam with full vigilance. 

One 39 year old lady, an ex-Christian who had changed her name 
to Maymoona, researched all the different sects of Christianity then Juda- 
ism, Buddhism and Hinduism. In the end she accepted Islam. Plenty of the 
female reverts explained that they opposed all the different grades of the 
church and that they were satisfied with Islam because everybody could 
make a direct connection with their creator. 


A REVIEW OF A BRITISH WOMAN 
ABOUT ISLAM 


A 28 years old British lady, who is well-known by her Islamic name 
Huda Khutaab and has written a book for Muslim women, became a Mus- 
lim 10 years ago. Stating her opinion about Islam and Christianity she 
Says; 
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"Christianity is always changing. For instance, some of the 
Christians have started saying that there is no harm in hav- 
ing sexual relations before getting married, as long it is with 
the same person you plan to marry. This indeed is a very 
slack religion. On contrary, Islam’s teachings have always 
been the same about sexual relations. Similar is the order of 
the times daily salaah. With the salaah, the remembrance 
of Allah’s existence stays in the heart all the time. With this 
you have the basis of the connection with the creator always 
with you.” 


THE MEANS OF ATTRACTION 
IN ISLAM 


Although the main impression may be that the Western women 
wants to work side by side with the male and finds if difficult to give up 
this desire, the new-Muslim ladies in Britain who were interviewed by 
‘The Times’ newspaper said that the main attraction in Islam was that 
Islam had encircled the males and females into separate sections which 
adapted the mould of the body as well as life. 

According to them “The Western Feminism’ in actual fact is a rebel- 
lion. On a review of “The Movement of Freedom for Women’ these ladies 
said that it meant nothing other than; 


"Women copying men, an exercise in which womanhood has 
no intrinsic value.” 


NEW-MUSLIMA, NOORIA’S RE- 
VIEW ON THE WEST 


A 36 year old lady from Scotland found some verses of the Holy 
Quran lying in the dustbin, in 1974 (may Allah save us). She picked 
them up and after reading them she grew the urge to become a Muslim. 
Thereafter she reverted into Islam and changed her name to “Nooria’. 
During a conversation she mentioned about the West; 


"Most of the women in this country are traitors to their own 
sex, it’s almost as if we have been defeminised.” 


NEW-MUSLIMA, HASAANA’'S VIEW 


She is a friend of Nooria, who changed her name to ‘Hasaana’. She 
accepted Islam in 1988. Hasaana is very firm with her veil. She says; 


“At least I am not a traitor to my own sex.” 
Concerning the veil she said; 
"With it we feel guarded and our self consciousness increases” 


Nooria said that until today, this custom Is still being praticed in the 
West that, at the time of marriage even the female becomes under sub- 
jection of the male. Were as in Islam we have been given out own rights. 
Thereafter, she mentioned about the Islamic rules and orders of property, 
inheritance, rights upon children etc. She also said that the way the condi- 
tions are in this country (Britain), I cannot see any future for the women. 
The final conclusion is that it is just a sad case for the females, 


“Scratch any ‘new man’ and you find an old man trying to 
get out. Men will always be the same. Women are changing 
much faster, but they are not trying to get what they want. 
Everything the feminist movement is aiming for except 
abortion and lesbianism, we‘ve got (in Islam).” 


RESULTS OF THE MOVEMENT OF 
FREEDOM FOR WOMEN 


‘The Times’ writes that, while comparing Islam and the West, many 
new-Muslim ladies remarked that Islamic teachings had granted sanctity, 
Purity and magnitude to the females, which the West had deprived them 
of. According to them, the West’s ‘Movement of Freedom for Women’ had 
no other conclusion other than suppressing the women under another bur- 
den. The newspaper writes; 


“Many Muslims contrast the status of women in Islam with 
what they see as the dismal plight of wornen in the West. 
They note that here women work full time out of financial 
necessity, remaining lumbered with the housework and 
childcare. It is a puzzling version of emancipation.” 


-- 


THE EDITORIAL OF ‘THE TIMES’ 
IN LONDON 


The Times’ in London published many such interviews in this edi- 
tion, in which the new-Muslim women have talked about their depressive 
Western life and the acceptation of peace and tranquillity in Islam, To 
gather all the quotations of this topic in this small booklet, will be difficult, 
but along with this ‘The Times’ published an editorial with the title 
*Choosing Islam’. I thought it would be convenient if 1 copy some parts of 
the article exactly as it was published in the newspaper, even with the 
fear of it becoming too long. ‘The Times’ writes; 


"As the investigation in The Times on women and Islam 
has shown, the intellectual clarity and moral certainty of this 
1400 years old are proving attractive to many Western 
women disillusioned with the moral relationism of their own 
culture. Though some are converting to Islam after marrying 
Pakistani or Bangladeshi men, others are making the leap of 
faith as an independent act of spiritual self improvement. 

In spite of the outrageous indignities which many women 
suffer in Muslim countries, the principles outlined in the Ko- 
fan are generally sympathetic to their interests, promising 
them rights over men similar to those of men over women. 

The separate spheres marked out for the two sexes by 
Islam certainly bear little relationship to the notions of gen- 
der which have been ushered in by the feminist revolution. 
But what matters is that many of the women in the West 
who have taken this unexpected path have done so out of 
choice rather than familial duty or historic obligation. They 
have been positively attracted by the sense of sisterhood 
and community they discover in Islam, 

This tentative process of spiritual change suggests that 
increasing numbers of people are questioning the value sys- 
tem of their own culture. It raises important questions about 
the state of the Western moral tradition and how it might be 
fortified. Yet the effect of this (still modest) phenomenon is 
likely to be positive. The presence of Muslim converts in 
British society, many of them highly educated, can only as- 
sist the process of mutual understanding between the two 
cultures which the Prince of Wales celebrated last month. 
Only those who have crossed the divide can truly under- 
stand what lies on either side.” 
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fan are generally sympathetic to their interests, promising 
them rights over men similar to those of men over women. 

The separate spheres marked out for the two sexes by 
Islam certainly bear little relationship to the notions of gen- 
der which have been ushered in by the feminist revolution. 
But what matters is that many of the women in the West 
who have taken this unexpected path have done so out of 
choice rather than familial duty or historic obligation. They 
have been positively attracted by the sense of sisterhood 
and community they discover in Islam. 

This tentative process of spiritual change suggests that 
Increasing numbers of people are questioning the value sys- 
tem of their own culture, It raises important questions about 
the state of the Western moral tradition and how it might be 
fortified. Yet the effect of this (still modest) phenomenon is 
likely to be positive. The presence of Muslim converts in 
British society, many of them highly educated, can only as- 
sist the process of mutual understanding between the two 
cultures which the Prince of Wales celebrated /ast month. 
Only those who have crossed the divide can truly under- 
stand what lies on either side.” 


A VAST GROUND FOR PREACHING 
ISLAM 


You have now read the reports from two news agencies of America 
and Europe and their impressions. Even though there are no organized 
arrangements from the Muslims to preach and invite the non-Muslims to- 
wards Islam. Instead of this, the general conditions of the Muslims is be- 
coming a prevention for them when it was supposed to be a means of at- 
traction. Also the Western media is working at its best with its exploits 
against Islam and the Muslims. In spite of all this opposition, Islam is 
spreading at such a speed in the West which is enough to startle them. 
From this it can be estimated that how vast the ground is in the West to 
do the work of Islam. You can just imagine how improved the results 
would be if the Muslims had a better organized way of attracting the non- 
Muslims with their words and deeds. 


PROBLEMS OF THE WESTERN 
MUSLIMS 


As well as having a bright future because of the increasing popula- 
tion, the Western Muslims have their difficult problems as well. You have 
just read what ‘The Times’ mentioned about the reverts suffering prob- 
fems and difficulties from their families and the environment. No matter 
how much the ‘freedom of speech’ and the ‘thought of freedom’ is propa- 
gated, but practically it seems as these attracting and glamorous rules 
were not made for the Muslims. 

On the other hand, the main problem of the Muslims is bringing up 
and educating their off-springs. In common educational institutes the syl- 
labus is such, which not only destroys the Islamic ethics but also makes it 
impossible to safeguard the faith. Therefore, every sententious Muslim is 
worried that how can his children stay steadfast on Islam. The solution for 
this is to make separate Islamic Institutes where the children can grow up 
in a Islamic environment. Efforts are being made and Institutes are being 
established in the Western countries. I also got a chance to visit some of 
them. It was quite enjoyable to see that along with regular schooling, the 
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children were given a reasonable amount of Islamic education as well. The 
general environment and atmosphere of these Institutes was turning out 
to be very beneficial for the children’s morality and manners. But it is 
quite obvious that such Institutes are few in number and they are not 
enough to fulfill the needs of the Muslims. 


Therefore, the method used by the Muslims to teach their children 
the faith and to give them Islamic education is that in nearly every 
mosque and Islamic Centre, arrangements have been made for this pur- 
pose. In some places it is only once a week on a Sunday, from morning till 
noon. This is called “Sunday School’. The parents supervise their children 
to these madrassaa after they get dismissed from the regular schools in 
the evening. They make a great effort for this as well. These madrassas 
are situated far apart, so the parents go through the trouble of taking 
them and bringing them back themselves. This becomes a difficult task for 
somebody engaged in the social duties of the busy life in the West. But 
the Muslims accept this duty with pleasure because they are worried 
about the future of their children. 


THE MUSLIMS SUPERVISION OF 
BRINGING UP THEIR OFF-SPRINGS 


Apart from this, it is also quite apparently felt that the Muslims are 
worried about the training and bringing up of their children. They super- 
vise them in each and every step. They also try to make them adopt the 
Islamic ways in the domestic environment. What's more, is that they have 
made the children believe that their racial and religious personality is dif- 
ferent from the majority of the West, with their idiom. 

It is a very pleasing and amazing sight to see the respect the chil- 
dren have for the Islamic emblems and their recitation of the masnoon 
Prayers throughout the day while doing different activities. We do not 
even find such examples here in Pakistan or in any other Muslim coun- 
tries. The children also ask such questions which are never even heard off 
from the grown-ups over here. The children have forgotten their mother 
tongue language like Urdu, Arabic etc, because of living in such an envi- 
ronment. therefore they are spoken to in English. They cannot fully bene- 
fit from Urdu and Arabic literature. For this reason English literature is 
necessary. When they obtain it they proclaim with happiness. They will- 
ingly take part in the Islamic speeches and the parents bring them regu- 
larly from far distances to participate in such activities. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF ISLAMIC 
CENTRES 


This is the concern of the Muslims which is inclining them towards 
the opening of such institutes. I have mentioned above about some of the 
educational Centres. But now there are such Islamic schools coming into 
existence which are preparing scholars who are thirsty for the knowledge 
of Islam, so that these scholars can guide the Muslims in those places. 

For this purpose, our respected friend Dr. Mohammad Ismail Sahib 
Memon has opened a big Darul Uloom in Buffalo. A city of New York State 
Apart from this, there are plenty of shops providing the Muslims with 
halaal meat and fulfilling their basic needs. There are also a large number 
of restaurants with halaal food. Some cities and localities are such that id 
seems as though you are standing in some Islamic country. 


RESIDENTIAL PROBLEMS FOR THE 
MUSLIMS 


To get a residence, is another problem in the West. Generally peo- 
ple take a loan from the bank to buy a house. But those Muslims who 
want to abstain from interest are opening up Centres from where residen- 
tial facilities can be achieved. Such small Centres have already been 
Opened in Toronto, Texas, Los Angles etc, and the Muslims are concerned 
about increasing them. One of our American white, new-Muslim brother, 
Abdul Qadir Steven (ex-name Thomas Steven) is very interested in this. 
He publishes a monthly magazine called ‘Journal of Islamic Science’ which 
has social and business articles and news. After joining up with the 
‘Samad Group’ of Ohio, which wants to wok on a larger scale throughout 
America, they have planned to start a scheme for residential purposes, 
based on free-interest loans. It has already got the assistance of ‘Al- 
Baraqah Group’ of Jeddah. To take a lawful point of view of the scheme, 
they contacted the expert lawyers of New York. The ‘Coudrat Brothers’. 
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A CONVERSATIONAL MEETING 


A meeting was held in the office of the ‘Coudrat Brothers’ to dis- 
cuss the scheme from a religious, lawful and practical point of view. I was 
Invited as well as Mr. Peter, a representative of the ‘Coudrat Brothers’ 
along with two of his assistants. Apart from them, our friend Abdul Qadir 
‘Steven was representing Al-Baraqah and Brother Bashir Anmed was rep- 
resenting the ‘Samad Group’. The conversation carried on for a couple of 
hours. After the meeting Mr. Peter arranged lunch for us in his office, 
which is situated in one of the sky-scrapers opposite the famous Empire 
States Building. Other expert lawyers were also invited. The majority of 
people invited were non-Muslims, but in our favour Mr. Peter only pre- 
pared fish and vegetables. During the meal, Mr. Peter introduced me to 
the other non-Muslims. He requested them to make the most out of this 
Opportunity and to question me the queries concerning Islam which kept 
‘on arising amongst them. 

That was enough to start them off. Questions were fired at me 
from all directions and this lunch turned into an interesting conversational 
Meeting. Some questions were quite wounding as well, but due to Allah’s 
mercy and blessing I calmly answered all the questions. 

I though it was appropriate to talk about the principles after feeling 
that the general direction of the questions was facing all one way. I ex- 
plained that secularism is currently in practice throughout the West. It 
Sometimes becomes difficult for a westernized mind to understand that 
Why are the social, political and environmental affairs tied up with the tan- 
gles of faith and religion. Also, how can the education of one and a half 
century ago become useful in the 20th and 21st century. Whilst talking on 
this topic, I also tried to make it clear that how insufficient the human 
mind was to fully solve all the problems of life and why was it dependant 
On divine revelation. I mentioned that today the Western world is happy 
with Soviet Union and the failure of Socialism, but the question is that so- 
Galism was brought forth to become a solution of the defects of Capital- 
ism. Was it successful or not? If not, then the declining of the Soviet Un- 
jon can be called the defeat of Socialism but not the victory of Capitalism. 
If Capitalism is not ready to give up its defects today then tomorrow an- 
other solution will be thought off in exchange of this. 

In answer of the questions, I explained some of Islam’s social 
teachings and alongside with that I complained that whenever an invita- 
tion is given to act upon these teachings. Instead of the West thinking se- 
nously about this matter, they cry out that this is fundamentalism and the 
inviters of such teachings are trying to take us back into time. As a result 
‘of all this shouting and crying, the doors of intelligence are closed. 

The people present, listened attentively to this talk and claimed 
that my detailed speech about Islamic teachings was very creative. I re- 
Marked, that if the benefit of this conversation is that the realities can be 
pondered over without getting affected by propaganda and clamor, then 
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this type of meetings prove to be very beneficial. After the meeting had 
dismissed, the next day Mr. Thomas Steven came to meet me in the hotel 
to give me happy greetings. He said that yesterdays conversation had a 
good effect on the audience and it remained the main topic after the 
meeting as well. 


IN BARBADOS, AN ISLAND OF 
WEST INDIES 


After America, I spent a couple of days in Barbados. The famous 
island of the West Indies. Before this trip, whenever I traveled to America 
or Canada. Some brothers invited me to come to Barbados with great af- 
fection. But due to insufficient time I could not fulfill their wish. this time I 
had promised them so fulfillment of the promise was necessary, therefore 
after New York I stayed a couple of days in this beautiful island. 

Barbados is one of the many islands of West Indies, which is known 
as ‘Jaza er Gurubul-hind’. It has been said that after Columbus reached 
these islands, he though that he had arrived in Hindustan. Regardless the 
fact that this misunderstanding was cleared out later on, it became well- 
known as Gurubul-hind (Western Hindustan). These are some scattered 
islands situated between North and South America in the form of a cres- 
cent, which includes Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti, Trinidad, Tobago and Barbados. 
At one time, these islands were under European rule, but now they are all 
independent and each island is a sovereign country. 

Barbados might be small in area and population, but because of its 
natural beauty and progress, it has achieved preference over the rest is- 
lands of West Indies. The total area is 166 sq. miles. The length from 
north to south is 21 miles and from east to west the width is 15 miles. 
There is only one main town which is called ‘Bridgetown’ with small par- 
ishes surrounding it. The population is approximately close to a mere 
250,000. All this population actually came here to reside from abroad, be- 
cause the real habitants of this place were from the Arawaak tribe, which 
no longer exists. Some say that they were finished off by the European 

rulers. It has been also said that they were cannibals. This is not known 
whether this has been said to put a veil over the imperialistic oppression 
or whether this is a true fact. 

Anyway, the majority of the residents are the black who were 
brought as slaves from different parts of South America or Africa. About 
10% of the population are white who are a remembrance of the European 
conquerors. Until 1958 this island stayed under the rule of Britain. Then 
from 1958 until 1965 it was with the Federation of West Indies. It was in 


14 


SS 


1966 that it became fully independent. Now this is a separate country and 
it is also a member of the Commonwealth. The island is a place of attrac- 
tion for tourists because of its natural beauties. Additionally it is situated 
Close to the equator which means that there is no winter. The temperature 
Stays quite moderate for which reason the Europeans and Americas who 
dislike the strong cold, spend their vacations over here. Apart from sugar 
Cane, tourism is the second main source of income for the country. 

When the British ruled, they brought over some Hindistani citizens 
for service and employment. Because of this, plenty of Hindustani genera- 
tions settled down here on this island. Therefore, there is quite a number 
Of Hindustanis out of which approximately 1,000 are Muslims. Even 
though this amount which includes the women and children seems quite 
less, they are praise worthy and deserve credit because they have pre- 
‘served their Islamic way of life in such a way that their zeal and enthusi- 
asm for Islam is much higher than most of the citizens of Muslim coun- 
tries. 

In the small town of Bridgetown, there are two splendid mosques 
where azaan is recited on the loudspeakers. In both mosques, madrassas 
have been set up to provide Islamic education. It is necessary for every 
Muslim child to attend these madrassas two hours daily after being dis- 
missed from the regular schools. From these institutes the child receives 
the basic teachings of Islam. There are plenty students memorizing the 
Quran as well. There is no Muslim in Barbados who has not attended 
these madrassas in his childhood. He begins his life by learning firm Is- 
lamic beliefs and conducts from such places. One of the madrassas which I 
Visited myself had about 80-90 pupils. I listened to them recite the Qur’an 
in a pleasant voice and after I questioned them, they also recited the 
Masnoon prayers of all the different occasions. Translation in English of 
Qur’anic verses and ahaadeeth was very extensive. They even read po- 
etry and verses in Urdu. It was quite apparent from their dialect that they 


_ had to go through a lot of difficulties to memorize the Urdu wordings. The 


teachers say that we make it essential to teach them Urdu so that they 
can keep a firm relation with Urdu literature. 

On the request of the loca! Muslims, we had a few religious gather- 
ings. Even though it was Christmas time and a peak time for their busi- 
ness, many people attended the gatherings. Their eagerness and zeal can 
be judged by this. There were two gatherings for the women who also at- 
tended in a large number, fully veiled. 

I stayed in Barbados for five days and everyday I became more 
acquainted with their religious endeavors. It was really delightful to see in 
such a far away fallow island which is infested by the Western tourism’s 
mischief, where there is a record of males and females living as partners 
instead of going through a marriage and where approximately 70% of the 
non-Muslim population is born out of wedlock, that how strong the Mus- 
lims religious concern is and how firm they are in their beliefs and con- 
ducts. After some inquiry, I acknowledged the fact that a few Ulama who 
had graduated from Deoband had made a great effort to make the Mus- 
lims aware of their belief and faith. Even now there are scholars who have 
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showed us a ship which had sunk 25 years ago at the sea bed. There were 
‘fishes and other creatures residing in the cabins and other compartments 
‘with sea plants growing on the exterior. In short, the trip under the sea 
proved to be quite memorable, very interesting and only one of its kind. 
after seeing the scene under the sea, the onlooker cries out spontane- 
ously, "So blessed be Allah, the best of creators” (23:14) 

Another memorial of Barbados is a cave which is called ‘The 
Harrison Cave’. This is situated at the roots of a high hill which goes deep 
into the earth. It has a depth of 180 feet, from the opening till the end of 
the cave. The specialties of this cave is that it has got countless stalag- 
mites. They carry on growing with time. It has been said that they grow 1 
cm in every 10 years. There is the facility of a small train which runs 
through the cave showing the tourists the amazing and wonderful sights. 
It runs one mile and at every step it shows the astonishing sights of the 
creation under the earth. “So blessed be Allah, the best of creators”. 


Perience by travel- 
© a one and a half 
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